-

ition may receive, the ultimate course | of the 49th 1‘:-”»1 of latitude, and of the valuable harbors versation between him and Lord Aberdeen on the subject of several of their remote stations to their general depot at Fort

that prog c
?;on the part ol :hw Governmeni will be defined.

1 think it not improbable that il the qﬂ’r: be declined upon
the ground upon which it 18 understood it was Irvfum] by Mr.
Calhoun, to wit, that a wmore satisfuctory {nljuuux_wnt might
be obtained through the medium of negotiation, this Govern-
ment wouldthen submit a new proposition, wod wo resume the
negotiation . but that if it be refused on such terims as to war-
rant them in assuming that our Government has determined
to insist upon the extreme clam, and to decline both negotia-
tion and srbitration, the Government will treat the ofer t w
bitrate s its ultimatum, and abide the result,
opinions are founded upon the observations of the BEurd of
Aberdeen, in the conversation to which I have already alluded

Although [ am quite sure that the Barl of Aberdecn !fm- e

wlea at present of aceepting the comprouise contuined in the
President’s proposition, it would not surprise me il un arrange-
ment upon that basis should prove acceptable to large and iw-
portant classes in this country, ndeed complained of princi-
pally by the Hudson Bay Company and those in its interest.
That the Ministry wocld find it difficult and hazardous to pre-
fer war to such a settlement may well be imagined ; although
vou inay assume it to be certain that when war becomes in-
evituhle, it will receive the undivided support of the British
people.
I believe the Government and people here are quite prepar-
el for the re-assertion in the message of the Pressdout's opin-
1ons expressed in his inaugural address ; and perhaps tor are-
commendation by him to terminate the joint occupation in the
manner provided by the existing treaty. Aud 1 also think
that, unless the recommendations in the message should be
such as to discourage further negotiation, and to manifest a
determinstion Lo insist upon our whole right, they would not
lead to any immedia'e measures upon the pait of this Govern-
ment, or materially add w the embarrussment in which the
relations between the two countries appear to be at present
involved.

Mr. Bacrhmm;t: Mr. McLane. .

Deranrvext oF Stary,
Wasmisarox, Decempen 13, 1845,
Sin - You will receive by the Cambria a copy of the Pre-
sident’s message, and the documents accompanying it, in re-
lation to Texas and Oregon. These sre all which have yot
been printed.

ed that the necessary notice shall be given to abrogute the
convention, he has carefully avoided to recommend any legis

i i i ime o tet with its | : . : i
lstive messire which oouid in the mesn time conflict with ::'vd. it is left to your sound discretion whether any such com-

| munication vr intimation shall be made 1o Lord Aberdeen.

provisions ; and it is not apprehended that Cungress will udop
any such measure. :
The medsage bas been well received throughout the coun-

. : | he will decide is, whether the new proposition, should any
i i ! i # il . - - s . . ..
You will observe that, whilst the President has recommen i suek be made, he of a charneter to justify its submission to the

| Senate for their previous adviee.

of Puget's Sound.  Buch is the fixed determination of the
President.

Again : Even if this were not the case, and a neaty should
le sulmnitied to the Senate for arbiteation, it could not, by
any possibility, obtain the necessary maujority in that body.

Upon the whole, the pursuit of urbitation by the British
Giovernment ean produce no other efleet than to involve the
question in new difficulties, and, perbaps, hy the delay, ren-
der an smicable ndjustment of it impossible.  T'he fact is not
1o be disguised that the feeling of the country is becoming

Of course these | doily wore unanimous and intense in favor of asserting our
| right to the whole territory ; and the debates in Congress and
| their delay to aet in sccordance with the reeommendations of

the President, only serve to increase the popular exeitement.
Resolutions ot Sue Conventions and State Legislatares are
now, in suceession, being adopted in favor of wlheiing o
the line of 54° 40°. If the British Government intend to
make a proposition to this Government, they have notan hour
to lose if they desire a peaceful termination of the conroversy.

Notwithstunding all you may have sven in the public pa-
pers, the notice, unless I am greatly mistaken, will pass Con-
| gress, in some form or other, by large najoritics of both
Houss, as well us the other measures recommended by the
President.

The President will never abandon the position he has taken
in his wessage.  Clearly convineed of the right of the United
States t1 the whole territory in dispute, and relieved, by the
refusal of the British Government to accept the offor of com-
promise, from the embarrassient in which the acts of !!.'s pre-
decessors had placed him, he would not now anthorize the
conclusion of u treaty on that basis.  Bat the Senate, his
constitutional advisers, are now in session,  The yuestion of
peace or war may be involved in the issue. They :l_u'uhranch
of the war-making a8 well us of the treaty-making prwer.
It deference 1o the Sonate, under these circumstances, he
would, in the frst instapce, feel it to be his duty to li'.il{lllll
such a proposition for their previous advice. It is manifest,
therefore, that the British Government should at once present
their ultimatum.  If Mr. Pakenhiam should offer lees, in the
hope that, having thus reenmmenced the fll‘;:l]liuili'rfl. he might,
in s progress, nduce me o sy what the President uf'nul.j
eongent to accept, he must be disappointe d.  T'he President
will aceept nothing less than the whole territory, u_nivss ;I:c
Senate should otherwise determine,  T'he only question which

[Tuder all the cireumstances by which you may be surround-

I oo, &e. JAMES BUCHANAN.

the wailike preparations by Great Britain.  Mr. McLane, in Vancouver, and receive their supplies fiom thence.
# subsequent despateh, states that the Secrctary of State hud  For information upon this subjeet, I refer you to Senate do-
misunderstood his meaning, and therefore the paragraph, writ-  cument No. 39, of the 2d session of the 21st Congress, and
ten under this ulleged mistake, is not communicated in justico especially to the report of Joshua Pilcher (s highly respecta-
both to Lord Aberdeen snd Mr. McLane. | ble man) to the Secretary of War, (volume 1, January 26,
You strongly express the opinion, notwithstanding the ex- 1831.)  You will doubiless find this volume in the Library of
isting ditficultics, ** that it would be in my [your] power, with- your legation ; but lest it might not be there, I shall transeribe
out any improper commitment of the President, w lead to a o few sentences from that report.  He says (page 10 :)
renewal of the negotiution by this [the British] Government, | <1 set out from Fort Colville the 21st of September, 1520,
and to the sulumssion, unless another mode would be moro in company with six men of the post, currying the annual ex-
desirable, through its Minister ut Washington, of a proposition  press or packet a ross the contivent.  Our poute was up the
adopting that directed by the President on the 12th July last, | main river Columbia ; our conveyanee a buttean of four or five
In this battenu we uscended the Fiver about three huo-

| with some wadifications not inconsistent, sccording to the | tons,
sense | [yon] entertain of it, with our national houor. Of

this | [you] should feel quite certain, if I [you] could officially
know that the proposition would probably be acceptable ot
| Washington.”

T'he concluding paragmph of my despatch to you of the 28th

muking this soggestion, is perhaps sufficient to indieate the
course which the President would pursue, in case such an
| offir should be made through the British Minister at W ash-
ington.

The President, sinee the date of his message, has seen no
cause to change his opinion, either in regard to our title 1o
Oregon, or to the manner in which it ought to be asserted.
But the federal constitution has, made the Scnate, to a cortain
extont, a co-wrdinste branch of the treaty-making power.
Without their advice and consent no treaty ean be concluded.
‘This power could not be entrusted to wiser o1 better hunds
Besides, in their legislative character they constitute a portion

pose a part of the treaty making power. T'hey are the re-
presentatives of the sovereign States of this Union, and are
regarded as the best index of the opinion of their constituents,
A rejection of the British ultimatum might probably lead to
war 3 and as a branch of the legislative power, it would be in-
cumbent upon them ‘o authorize the necessary preparations to
render this war successful.  Under these considerations, the
Presitlent, in deference to the Senate, and to the true theory of
the constitutional responsibilities of the different branchies of
the Goverament, will forego his own opinions, so far as to
subimit to that body any proposition which muy be made by
the British Government, uot in his judgment whaolly incon-
sistent with the rights and hooor of the country.  Nor is the
fact to be disguised, that, from the speechesand proceedingsin
the Seuate, it is probable that a proposition to adjust the Ore-
gon question on the parallel of 49 degrees would receive their
favorabie consideration.,

But it is wecessary to be more explicit.  In your despatch
you have presented three propositions, either of which you be.

ulime, (No. 22,) which you will have received shortly afier | ment on the 4th October

of the war-making, as in their executive capacity they cum-|

dred miles, where the river divides into three forks ; the main
one being still navignble to its head, which issues from a luke
in the Rocky Mountains, At the theee forks, which is called
the Boat Encampment, beeause it is the pluce where the hoats
| are left, and the portage ucross the i 1, w
begun bur ovecland journey.  We arvived ut the Boat Encanp-
und remuined there until the 24 No-
| vember waiting for the serivald of o party from Hudson’s bay,”
[&e. “On the 4th we set out. We wire still six in comy

subjects which may bave been acquired or have grown up du-
ring the joint occupation, would most probably interpose the
greatest difficulty in the way of an amicable ndjustment. And
it is now obvious that the proposed reservation of the right to
the Hudson Bay Gompany of freely navigating the Colum-
bin, and that in favor of the British occupants north of the
river, procoed from this source ; although it is probable that
wore of less pride may be 61t at piving up now, without what
they may deem su adegunte equivalent, what has been hither-
to tendered by our negotiators
In fuet, except in the surrender to the United States of the
title of the lands not eccopied by British subjects botween
the Columbia aud the forty-piuth paraliel, and also the sui-
render of the jurisdiction over the river snd the country with-
in the same limits, [ am afeaid it may, with some plausibility,
be contended that there is no very material difference botween
the present proposition and that offered v Mr. Gallatin by
Messrs. Addington and Huskisson, the British negotintors
in 1827, :
It is searcely necessary for me to state that the proposition,
| asnow submitted, has not received my countenancs. * ¢ ¥

| five besides myself, all on horsebaek ; we taking the horses ol
| the party yust aerived, and they tuking the batteau in which we
| hail wseended the viver, The weather was still mild, no ap-
| pewranes of iee, and the viver reported by all the company to
remain open the winter theough,” &e,

In the second volume of Cox’s Columbia River, chapter
viil, page 162, you will find that there are a number of por-
| tages around its rapids. I am, &e.,

¥ JAMES BUCHANAN.
P. 8. A copy ol the Senute document from which the above

transmitted.

My, Buchanan to Mr. Me Lane.
DevanrmesT or Svars,

I Wasminerox, Arnin 28, 1816,

| Sin: Your despatches to No. 38, inclusive, have been

" duly received.

I herewith transmit a notice fur the abrogation of the eon- |

vention of the 6th August, 1827, between Great Britin and
the United States, in accordance with the terms preseribed in
its second article.  This paper you will deliver to her Britan-
nic Majesty in person, or to her Majesty’s Principal Secretary
of State for Foreign Aflairs, after you shull have ascertained
which of these modes of presenting it will be most io accord-
ance with her Majesty'’s wishes. A duoplicate of the same is
transmitted, to be placed on file in the archives of your legation.

As the abrogation of this convention is an act of an impor-
| tant and solemn character, the delivery of the notice ought o
| be attested with all due formality,  The mode is left entirely
| W0 your own discretion ; but I would suggest that it might be

try, and its doctiines generally will I think, mweet the appro- Lovis McLave, Exq, &e.

bation of Congress.

The President sincerely de-ires to preserve our friendly re-
lations with Great Britain. His policy with that and all other Loxpox, Fennvany 3, 1846,
nations is peace, go long as this can v muintained consistent- Sis * 0 ° i ¢ Natwithstanding !Iivn? l]l.ﬂ‘u'ul'!wp,.l still
ly with the national rights and honor.  The Orezon gquestion | enteriain the opinion that it would be in my power, without
is now approaching & erisis. [t is hardly probable that the | any improper commitment of the Presudent, to lead to a re-
British Government will sufler it to remain upon its present | newal of the negotiation by this Government, and to the suh-
basis ; and it is clear that, if there shiould be any movement | mission, unless another mode would be more desirable, through
townrids its adjustment, this must originate with Great Britain. | its Miuister at Washington, of a proposition adopting that di-
Should that Government tuke any further step with a vicw 10 | reeted by, the President on the 12th of July last, with some
settle the controversy, the President would judge of the chu- | modifications not inconsistent, aceording to the sense | enter-
racter of the proposition when made ; and if, in his opinion, it | tain of 1, with our pational henor.  OF this T shonld feel
should be such as to justify this, he would feel inclined 1o sub- | quite certain, if T could officially know that the proposition
mit it to the Senate for their previous advics, before taking | would probably be acceptable at Washington ; and 1 should

My, MeLane to Mr. Buchanan—Extract.

lieve the British Government would be willing to mak for the | made the subject of a pratocol in triplicate—one copy of which
adjustment of the controversy ; and you express *¢a strong | should rewnin with the British Gu\'&ﬂlmuul, anether with the
convietion that the mode first indicated is entirely practicable. = Legution in London, and the third be transmitted to this De-
The first would offeran adj nt of the question on the basis = partment.

of the President’s proposition of the 12th July last ; “‘but con- |

In the remarks which you may have oceasion to make on
ceding to the Hudson's Bay Company n continuance of the | the delivery of the notice, the lnguage of the p uble to
privileges of joint vecupation, ineluding the navigaticn of the | the ** joint resolution concerning the Oregon territory ! must
Columbia, for 4 period of seven or ten yeaes longer” The necessurily be your guide. [t_lslrua llmtlillm Fr_&‘s:dent_wnuld
proposition made by the President, to which you refer, wus, | bave preferred a naked rt‘ﬁ‘-‘lu“"!’h authorizing hl}“ to give the
““that the Uregon Territory shall be divided betweea the two | Notice 3 and .he believes that, if such a resolation had been
countries by the 49ith parailel of north latitude from -he Rocky | adopted by Lu_::grem during the month of December Iagl. the
Mountains o the Pacific Occan ; offering at the same time 1o | Controversy might have h:un'afljuwtﬂl both more speedily and
make free to Great Britain any part or ports on Vincouver's | Upon better terms for the United States.  He was content,
island, south of this parallel, which the British Government | """""hi'lf"‘v with the resolution us it origiually passed the
may desire.” House of Representatives ; and, in the form finally adopted,

any other action upon it.  As the determination on any suc’
proposition might involve the issae of peace or war betwecn
the two countries, he would feel it to be his duty to consult
his constitutional advisers before a final decision. | deem 1t
necessary to give you thisinformation, not that you mayv mnke
any such suggestion to the Brush Government, but to enable
you 1o regulate wisely your conversation and conduct in the
critical position in which you are now placed.  What the 1c-
sult might be in the Senate, 1 cannot anticipate.

The President has received information, from u variety « f
sources which he cannot disregard, that Great Britain is now
making exten-ive wutlke preparations. As her relations with
all the Powers of Europe seem at present w be of a peaceful

| whom [ am bronght inte intercourse upon this subject, to stute

character, the prevailing and natural inference here is thut
these preparations look to a rupture with the United Swates on
the Oregon question. It is of vast importance that this Goy-
ernment should, as early as possible, ascertain their true cha-
racter.  You are therefore instructed to embirace the first op-
portunity of bringing this sulject to the notice of the Earl of

informed me in conversation that these warlike preparations
had been commenced some time before the existing difficulties
between the two countries had assumed their present serious

aspect, and had no connexion whatever with the Oregon ques- I Pacific hy the 49th parallel and the Steait of Fuea, with free
| ports to both nutions ; or by extending the free navigation of

tion ; but yet it would be satisfactory to receive such an ns-
surance in a more authoritative and sathentic form. The Pre-

| man owes to the rights and honor of his country, I would not

| cording to that proposition, but conceding 10 the Hulson's

Aberdeen in such a manner a2 you inay deem most expedient, | Bay Company a continuance of the privileges of juint cecuyi-

It is true that on more than one occasion Mr. Pakenham has | tion, ineluding the navigation. of the Columbia, for a period of
; |

attempt it informally, and upon my individusl responsibility,
with searcely less confidence of suceess, if, while acting in that
way, [ eould encourage a like resalt,

It is due, however, to my own position, and to those with

that the opimons 1 have thus expressed are not founded upon
any direct cammunication from those in official station, bt
are rather the result of a series of facts and inferences—enti-
tled, however, in my judgment at least, to not less weight,
After these observations, I owe it more particularly to my
self o state that, believing, from the history ol our previous
negotiations as to the Oregon question, that it muy now be
settled upon the basis of compromise, snd with reference 1o
interests which have grown up during the joint occupation of
the territory, without a violation of any duty which a publi:

he unwilling, taking the Pre-ident's proposition of the 1lth
July ss a basis, to urze a final adjustmunt of the question ae-

seven or ten years longer; and [ hope T may be allowed to
add, that [ would be willing to assame the responsibility of
assmting to an adjustment by extending the boundary to the

The President would feel no hesitation in presenting to the | he l:ull:ill.'l‘(:* it prefirable to a failure of the measure. Hu\?f-
Senute, for their previous *“advice and consent,” this propo- | ©¥¢% Congress have spoken their will upon the subject in
sition, modified according to your suggestion. their joint resolution, and to this it is his and your duty to

It is necessary, however, that there should be a dear un- | cnnf:urm. 2 <
derstanding of what is meant by *“a continuance of the pri- | U pon "_':“"f“] review of my_dmpufch to you (No. 23) of
vileges of joint oceupation.” If this be understood as ecaring | the 26th F "b"‘".“y last, the President finds nothing to change.
to the Hudson's Bay Company, during that limited period, no | It will will continue to be the guide of your conduct. In that
more than the priviloge of enjoying all their existing establish- | despatch 1 have distinetly declured that *“the President has
ments, together with that of hunting, fishing, and trading | 8 all times been prepared Lo receive and 1 treat with the ut-
with the Indians, and using the harbors and rivers south of | 1108t respect uny proposal for a compromise of the Oregon
the parullel of 49 degrees, this woull not prevent tke Presi- | question which might emanate from li!l:' Britsh Government,
deut from submitting such a proposition to the Semts.  Of Whilst he has not deemed it proper to invite such a proposal,
course, simi'ar priviloges would be extended to Amerean citi- | b bas ever manifested an sRxloas desire to preserve amicable
zens north of 49 degrees, if there be any such north of that rf!latmns with Great Brltfun. These sentiments of the l"rn--
parallel, which is doubtful. But no eoncession eould he made I’ sident you may communicate to Lord Aberdeen on defivering
to this company which would, in the mean time, deprive the | the notice. i WA :
nited States of the power to establish a territorial govern-| 10 the present state of the negoliation it is clear that, *‘in
ment over the whole country south of 49 degrees, and to make the ad_upllrn. of all proper measures for a "i"’f’*’)’ and amica-
grauts of land south of this parallel.  The President cannot, ! hle _’“*J""E'"-'"" :!f the differences and disputes in regard t"l’“_“’I
however, anticipate any possible change of circanstances | 18rmtory, the first proposal ought to proceed from the British
which would induce him to sabmit sueh a proposition, if it | Government. It is deemed unnecessary to euforce so plain a
should eontain o surrender to Great Britain of the perpetual j Proposition by arguments, as these will readily occur . your
right 1o nuvigate the Columbia. A grant of the free naviga- | OWn mind, should this become a question ; which, however,

tion of the St Lawrence to the United States would be no

the Columbia river for a longer period, provided similar advan-

United States.

rident is also anxious to learn your opinion upon this sulject l tages upon the St. Lawrence could thereby be secured to the

with the least practicable delay.
am, &c JAMES BUCHANAN.
Lovis McLaxs, Esq. &c.

Myr. Buchanan to My, Mc Lane.

Drranrsrsr or SraT,
Wasmiseros, Decemnen 29, 1845,

Sin . | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your |

despatches to No 24, inclusive.
The Senate having unanimously, as | am informed, con-
firmed your appointment as Envoy Extraordinary and Mitis

ter Plenipotentiary of the Urited States of America st the |
Court of the United Kingdem of Giest Britain and lreland, [ |

now transmit to you your commission in that charscter.

You were correct in supposing that the British Government
wo:ld again offer to refer the Oregon question to some friend-
ly Power.

i I believe that upon one of these grounds, perhaps upon
| either, an adjustinent may be concluded ; and I have n strong
conviction that the mode first indicated is entirely practicable,

I am, however, constrained, at the same time, to slate,
from all that has come o my knowledge here, that T have no
reason to helieve that more favorable terms than those [ have
above adverted to would, under any circumstances, be con-
| sented to by this Government.

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. MeLane—[ Extracts.]
Devanraist oF SrarTy,
Wasminsron, Feancanvy 26, 1846,
Hin o Your despatches 1o No. 84, inclusive, have been re-
ceived, snd laid before the President. .
| I trensmit, herewith, a copy of my answer, under date of

On Saturday last Mr Pakenbam delivered me a | the 4th instant, to Mr. Pakenham's fast proposition to. submit

communication making an offer to refer this question, of which | the Oregos question to arbitration.

I transmmt you a copy.

You will not fail to observe that he |

Independently of the reason prominently presented in my re-

does not propose a raference of the title 1 the whole question, | ply, that the President does not ** believe the territorial nghts of

[territory, | but merely the subject of ** an eqitable division™
of it between the parties. It is strange that such u proposition

this nation to be a proper subjeet for arlvtration,” there are other
powerful reasons agwinst such a course, which might have

equivalent for such a concession.  Indeed, this has become
comparaiively valueless in consequence of the constroction of
the ruilronds and canals leadiog to thé harbors of New York
and Buoston, which have rendered these the great channels of
import and export for the region within the United States wa-
tered by the St. Lawrence and its tributaries.

The President is desirous eo to adjust the Oregon question
as not to leave open any source from which might proceed
new difficulties and new dangers, sgain to threaten the peace
of the two countries.  If the free navigation of the Columbia
were granted to Gireat Britain, this would become a perpetual
cause of strife and collision between the citizens and subjects
of the two countrics. It woulid be almost impassible, by any
vigilavee which eould be exerted, to execute their respective
revenue laws and prevent smuggling on cither side of the ri
ver. Besides, there are several portages around the falls and
rapids of the river und its branches, the use of which would
be necessury 1o the enjoyment of its free pavigation.  This
woull istroduce the suljects of Great Britain, with their mer-
chaidiee, into the heart of the country, and thus greatly in-
crease the mischief beyond what it would be if they were con-
fined to the channel of the river. T'o estimnate the evils which
would attend such a concession, we have but to imagine what
would have been the consequences had the British Govern-
ment suceeeded in securing for its subjects the free navigation
of the Mississippi from its source to its"outlet in the Gulf of
Mexico.

cannot be anticiputed.
I um, sir, respectiully, your obedient servant,
JAMES BUCHANAN.
Lovis McLaxy, Baq &e.

Myr. MeLane to Mr. Buchanan—{ Extracts. )

Loxvox, Maxy 18, 1846,

I received, late in the day, on the 15th instant, (Friday,)
your despatch number twenty-seven, dated the twenty-eighth
of April, eighteen hundred sod forty-six, transmitting o
notice for the abrogation of the convention of the sixth ol
August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, between the
United States and Great Britain, in accordance with the terms
preseribed in the second article, instructing me 1o deliver the
notice 10 her Britannic Majesty in person, or 1o her Majesty's
principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as will be
most agreeable to her Majesty’s wishes, and at the same time
| leavinz the mode of the delivery of the natice eutirol_\r; at my
own discretion .

I will, of eourse, execute your instructions at the earlivst
practicable moment. As, however, 1 could only ascertain her
Majesty's wishes, which [ wn directed to consult, through the
principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, sufficient time
has not yet been afforded for that purpose ; and in the midst
of the preparation of my llrnpllchen for the steamer of to-
morrow, and of my engagements nt the Foreign Office connect-
ed with one of the topies of this letter, it has not been in my

should have been submitted by the British Government in the | besn stated had it been deemed proper'in a communication to
face of the President’s claim to the whole territory, after it | the British Minister.  These you cun use as occasion may
had been so recently enforced in the most soleinn manner by | reyuire.

my letter of the 30th of August last, withdrawing our propo- In the first place, without pretending to know the opinions
sition for m compromise by the 49th parallel of latitude. To | of individual Senators, | hazard but little in asserting that no
accept the pmgmiliun under such circumstances would be fur | treaty for arbitration could oltain the constitutional majority of
the President to admit that he had committed an error in as- | the Senate necessary o its ratification.  Several of the Sena-
serting the Aumerican title to the whole territory, and to ac | tors who might assent to a compromise upon the parallel of
knowledge, in the very submission of the qu' stion to the arby- | forty-uine degrees, would not be willing to jeopard by arbi-
trator, that Great Britain hnd a right 1o a pottion ol i, and | tration the possession of the harbors on Admiralty Inlet and

) power to give to a subject of so much importance that delibe-

The President would also consent, though with reluctance, | ration which I sm sensible a praper exercise of the diseretion
to submit to the Senate the second proposition suggested by | confided to me» requires.  To-morrow, however, I propose 1o
you, dividing the territory in dispute between the two coun- | seek an interview with Lord Aberdeen for the purpose, and,
tries *‘by extending the boundary to the Pacific by the 49th | without loss of time, finally to execute your instructions in the
parallel and the Strait of Fuea,” but without the superadded | mode that may be deemed most effectual. 1 mny add that,
words, ** with free ports to both nations.”  These words are | although it is altogether prabable that the pre sentation of the
indefinite, and be cannot infer from them the extent of vour | potice to her Ma'Jrﬂy in person will not be admissible, and
meaning, In case the first proposition to which you refer | that, where a treaty may be annulled upon notice by one par-
should be made by the British Government, the President| ty, the mode of delivering the notice need not be dependan

that his funclions should be confined 1o nn ** equitable divi- Puget’s Sound, soulh of that parallel.

sion” of it between the parties.

Indeed, for commer-

In this respect the present | clal purposcs, the United States might almost as well abandon
| i pury

proposition is unlike the former offer of the British Govern- | the whale territory as consent W deprive themselves of these

ment, which wss a general proposition to arbitrate.  If no

other reason existed fur declining the proposition, this would | hathor exists,

be deemed sufficient by the President.

Yim may therefore
consider it certain that it will be rejected.

Larhors | becnuse, souh of them, within its himits, no good
The rejection of such a treaty by the SBenate

wonld involve the question in far greater embarrassments thay

I presume that the | exist at present, and would render 1ts amicalile a lustment still

British Government could not have anticipated a different e | more difficult,

sult ; and, from my conversation upon the subject with Mr,

Pakenham on Saturduy last, he will doubtless und. ceive them, | Powers,

if they had any expectation that his offer would be accepted.
I am, &c. JAMES BUCHANAN,
Lovis McLaxz, Evsj. &c.

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. MeLane.

Dreanrvesrt or Stane,
Wasmiseron, Javvanr 20, 1846,

8in : Your despatches to No. 31, inclusive, have been du-
Huving slready communica- |

mrtment.
r. Pakenham's note of the 27th De

Iy received at this
ted to you a copy of

eember last, proposing to arbitrate the Oregon question, I now

enclose herewith a transcript of my reply 10 that note, dated |

on the 3d instant.

On the 17th instant Mt Pakenham called at the Depart- |
ment, and delivered me a note, of which [ transmit you a |
copy, renewing his proposition to arbitiate, but changing the |
Thix delay |
has been occasioned, not by any doult ax to the propriety of
rejecting the proposition, but from a desire, hefore preparing |

terms.  This note has not yet been answered.

my anwwer, to ascertain the impression which had been male

on the British Ministry and people by the President’s message

and the sccompanying correspondence. | had anticipated a

visit from Mr. Pakenham soon after the arrival of the Hiber- |

nis, but he has not since called at the Department.

Mr. Pakenham's last proposition to arbitrate is liable to the

mme objection which was prominently presented in my an-
swer 10 the firt. [} iw true thal be now I‘r.npﬂlt'l tiv refer to
arbitration **the question of title in either of the two Powers
to the whole territry " hut yet, annexed to this offer, there
in & condition **thar, if jeithier stould be found, in the cpin

1on of 1h: arbitrator, 1) posess a ¢ nnplete title to the whale
territory,  then he shal! §ivide

. it bt ween them ** acconding 1o
8 just appreciation of the reapoctive claims of eacl.” T the
Gn\;rernrnmﬂ of the Vnited States whould comsent to an wrid-
tPAtOR Mo such terms, this winld be e nsteued wsto an iul-
mation, if not & direct invitatin, 10 the arbiteatorto divide the
territory between the 5. Were it possible for this Gov
ernment, under any circumstance., v, ey the SO A
hitration, the tite, anl the title wlone, dotge hed fre
other consideration, ought ts be e aniy 10, stion submitted
If not confined to this single poant, Wi -I.. whl have |.u|.-l1n-r
compromising award like that of the Kigof 11 Notherlande

But arbitration in any form is out of the e

The title of the United States to the swst termtory on the
northwest const of Ameriea, with all it commerei) Sdvints
gee, can never be plm(! in jeopardy by referting it 1o he de
cision of any individuals, whether sovereigns, citizens, o
subjects

1 every

r

To Great Britain it would be & distant possess Ty
of comparatively (mall valoe, and which, from the vature f

2 But evenif such s treaty were now ratified by both
the process towards a final termination of the contro-
versy would be exceedingly slow. Experience has taught us
this truth.  The voesary delay in selocting the arbitrutors,
| tn organizing the boand, in submitting the proofs and wrgu-
ments of the parties, would prolably postpone the final award
for several years,  Meanwhile the tde of emigration from the
| United States to Oregon would be constantly swelling, and
| the danger of collisions between British subjects and Ameri-
| can citizens in that territory would be domstantly inereasing.
In 'lll_\' !ipirllnr!. in order to secure a peaceful, there must be a
prompt settlement of this cottroversy,  There never was a
question in which delay will prove more dangerou..

3. 1 shall merely ndvert to the dithiculty of selecting suitable
wrbitrntors.  There would be ohjections to any of the sove-
retgns of l';llln-ln- on account of their intimate connexion with
Cireat Britam, and oljections equally strong against commit-
ting such vast tersitonal nghts to the arbitrament of individoals,

It was for these and other eonsiderations which might be
stated that, in the spint of frankness sod friendshup, the inten
| tion of the President to decline the proposition of arbitration,

Government in unofficial conversations botween Lord Aberdecn
and yourself at London, and Mr. Pakesham and myself in
this city.  Thut Government must, therefore, have anticipated
the result of its propositions 1o arbitrate befure they were pre-
rented.

It appears that in your interview with the Earl of Aberdeen,
| on the 20th ultimo, his lordship complained of the terms amd
manter in which [ bad declined to aceept Mr. Pakenham's
first proposition to arbitrate ; and **apprehended that, from the

najurs of the answer and the character of the recent debate in |
the House lof Reprosentatives, it would be ditlicult 1o prevent’

the conclusion that the President had determined to discourage
1Y new proposition on the basis of compromise, aml to con
ewde nathing of the exteeme demand.”

The view of this subject presented by you to his lorlship is
the correct Gl .\'l_'.‘ answer was not intended either to en-
eaurnge of 1o discourage a repewnd of the negotiation.  The
President has at all times oo n |Jr|1mru|] to recetve and talrf'nl
with the utmost respect any proposal for a compromise which
iight emanate fiom the British Governibent. Whilst he has
not deemed it proper o invite such a proposal, be has ever
manitested wn anxious desice to preserve amicable relalions
with Great Briwin,  To accomplish this purpose he would
sacrifice pvery eo wileration extept the national rights and the
national honor.  Lond Aberdeen has drawn an inforence from
my Innguage of which it is not, in my optoion, fairly suscep-
tble.  OF this he will ba fully sensilile upon perusing the con-
cluding parngraph of my answer to the second proposal of Mr.
Pakenbam for arbitration. It is there doclured that ** the Pre-

things, she cannut very long enjoy; but to the United Sigee | ™ lent eordinlly concurs with the Government of Great Britain

it i invaluable

the Benale, if the question were
mlvies the Pr

Ot il Aotinsst open the full extent
nghts, but we could never piw 34

Whilst arbiteation 1s, therefore, out of ths
* question, it s probable that, under the pm"ullur U Ances

of the case, and from ap anxions desire (o prosecyo pence,
uuhimitted too them, gt
I our
i the power of any arla-
bater 1o dewrive us of u foot of the soil oy the continent south

0 doxining that the present controversy may be amicably aie
Justed. OF this he has given the strongest proof before the
whole worlld. He belisves that as there are no two nations
b miere closely bound together by the tiew of eom-

0w the eart

1EPE, 80 Hwre are none who oughit to e meore abile or willing
G0 Cavh oladr Juste witliomgy the e g tiviny of sy arhi-
tratui M Flus omiesion celates exclusively o o poi=

Hon of & previous despateh of Mr, McLune relative to & cone

should it be offercd, was early made known to the Britsh |

would not object to the term of his offer of the 12th July last,
“ to make free to Great Britain any port or port= on Vaneou-
ver's island, south of this parallel, which the British Govern-
ment may desire.”  If the cap of this island should, how-
ever, be surtendered to Great Britain, as would be the case
uniler the second  proposition, thén he would consider the
question in regard to free ports as terminuted. [ nevd not en-
lnrge to you upon the inconvenience, not to say impossbility,
under our system of Government, after one or more States shall

| have been established i Oregon—an event not fur distant—

| of making any of their ports free to Grest Britain or any
| other uation,  Besides, our system of drawbacks secures to
| other nations the materinl advantages of free ports without
| their inconveniences.
| There 18 one point which it is necessary to guard, whether
the first or second proposition should be submitied by the
| British Government.  T'he Strait of Fuca is an arm of the
| wen, and, under the public law, all nations would possess the
rame right to navigate it throughout its whole extent as they
now have to the navigation of the British channel.  Sill, ta
| prevent future ditficulties, this ought to be clearly and dis-
unetly understood. It 1s rendered the more necessary when
we recollect that the Russian Government not many years
| ago assorted a claim to the exclusive navigation of the north-
| ern Pucific ocenn, between its Asiatic and American territo
| ries, on the prineiple that it was **a close sea.”
From what ['have said you will pereeive that the third pro-
| position to which you refer will not meet the approbation of
the President, even to the extent of submitting it to the
| Senate,
Thus [ have presented a frank and unreserved exposition
| of the views of the President on this important subjeet.  To
| what extent you should communicate them to Lord Aberdeen
i= left entirely 1o your own diseretion.  The Presidont relies
| with implicit confidence on your sound judgment, prudence,
| and patriotism,
I am, sir, respectiully, your obedient servant,
JAMES BUCHANAN.

Lovis Melaxs, Esq, &c.

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Me Lane.

Deranruesr or Srare,
Wasimisarow, Mancn 258, 1846,
Sin : Your despatch No. 35, dated on the 3, was receiv-
ed the 21st instant.
My despatch No. 23, of the 26ith Febiuary last, was so
full and explicit in relation to the Orégon question as to leave
| nothing for me to say upon that subject, except merely to an-
| swer some of the inquines conteined in your No. 35, which
had not heen anticipated

| You understand Lord Aberdern to huve stated that if no suf-
|
! eompromise should be held out by my answer to the last jro-
position of the British Government for arbitration, in such case
one of the alternatives loft him might be to offer a proposition
through yourself to this Government.  8houlidl the contingen-
| ey oceur, his Lordship may adopt this course, if he think pro-
per. . You are authorized to receive and transmit to this De-
partment any proposition made by him ; but in po event will

e Prewident consent to transfer the negotiation to  London,
The rensons sgainst this are, in his opinion, econclusive, and
will readily cecur to your own mind.

We have but little information to be relied upon in regard
to the nevigableness of the Columbia river and ita branches
north of the p.f.n"rl of 49 degrees i but there is no rewson 10
dantt that they are navigable for oats and batteaus of a frw
CWae understand that it 14 by this mode that the

nis hurden

ficient encouragement to renew the negotiation on the basis of

upon the assent of the other; yet, in the present instance, 1
do not apprehend there will be any difficolty in giving and re-
eeiving the notice in a mode mutually satisfactory, and in con-
formity with usage in sach cases. o . o

* * * I have now to acquaint you that, after the re
ceipt of your despatches on the 15th instant, by the ** Cale
donia,” 1 had a lengthened conference with Lord Aberdeen,
on which oceasion the resumption of the negotiation for an
nmicable settlement of the Oregon question, and the nature of
the proposition he contemplated submitting for that purpose,
formed the subject of a full and free conversation, 1 have
now to state that instructions will be travsmitted to Mr. Pak-
enham by the steamer of to-morrow, to submit a new and fur-
ther proposition on 'he part of this Giovernment for a partition
of the territory in dispute.

The proposiion most probably will offer substantinlly —

First. To divide the territory by the extension of the line
on’the parallel of forty-nine to the sea ; that is to say, to the
arm of the sea called Birch's bay : thence by the canal De
Arro and Straits of Fuea to the ocean ; ahd confirming to the
United States—what indeed they would possess without any
special ennfirmation—the right freely 1o use and navigate the
strait throughout its extent.

Seeond. T'o secure 1o the British subjects occupying lands,
forts, and stations any where in the region notth of the Co-
lumbin and south of the forty-ninth parallel, a perpetual title
to all their lands and stations of which they may be in actual
ocenpation ; linble, however, in all rospects, as [ understand,
to the jurisdietion and sovereignty of the United States as
citizes of the United States, Similar privileges will be of-
fered to be exten' s to ctizens of the Upited Siates who
may have settle: :nts north of the forty-ninth parallel
though [ presunie it s pretty. well understood that there
are no settlements upon which this pominal mutuality
could operate. | have no means of accurately adeertaining
the extent of the present British settlements between the Co-
lumbin and the forty-ninth parallel.  They are not believed
by Lord Aberdecn to be numerous, however ; consisting, ax
he supposes, of a fow private farms and two o1 three forts and
stations, [ have alrendy, in a previous despatch, taken the
liberty to remind you that, by their charter, the Hudson Bay
Company are prohibited from aequiring title to lands, and that
the oceupations o be affected by this reservation have been
made either by the squatters of that eompany, or by the Pu-
get's Sound Land Company, for the purpose of evading the
prohibition of the Hudson Bay charter.  They are in point of
fact also, necording to Captain Wilkes's account, enltivated
and used chiefly by the persons employed on the servies of
the former compmny, and as auxiliary totheir general business
of hunting and teapping, rather than with a view, as has boen
generally supposed, of eslonizing ot of permanent settlement.

Lastly. The proposition will demand for the Hudson Bay
Company the right of freely navigating the Columbia river.
It will, however, ss | understand, disclaim the idea of sover-
eignty, or of the right of exercising any jurisdiction or police
whatever on the part of this Government or of the Company,
and will contemplate only the nght of navigating the river
upon the same footing, and according to the sume regulations,
as may be applieable to the citizens of the United States. |
have already acquainted you that Lord Aberdeen has very
positively and explicitly declined w trent of the navigation of
the St. Lawrence in connexion with that of the Columbia ;
and that, even it were desirable to us to propose to offer ona
for the other, he would on no areount enter into any negotia-
tion in regard to the Bt Lawrence,

R R %] hwe sorn o epnee to change the opin-
fon that, in any atbempt to divide the Oregon Terrjtory, the

quotations are made having been procured, it is herewith |

I have therefore felt it my duty to disconrage any expectation
that it would be sceepted by the President ; or, if submitted to
that body, approved by the Senate.

I do uot think there can be much doubt, however, that an
impression has boen produced bere that the Senate would ac
cept the proposition now offered, at least without any mate-
| rinl modifieation, and that the President would not take the
responsibility of’ rejecting it without consulting the Senate.  If
there be any reasonable ground o entertain such an impres-
sion, however erroneous, an offir less objectionable, in the first
instance at least, could hardly be expected.

[t may be considered eertain, alse, in my opinion, that the
offer now o be made is not to e submitted as un ultimatum,
and is not intended as such ; though 1 have reason to know
that Mr. Pukenham will not be authorized to aceept or reject
any modifieation proposed on our part ; but that be will, in
such case, be instructed to refer the modification to his Gov-
ernment.

It is not to be dispuised that, since the President’s annual
messnge, and the public discus-ion that has subeequently la-
lken plice in the Senute, it will be difficult, i€ not impossible,
to condugt the negotiation=in its future stazes, without refer-
ence to the opinion of Senawrs, or free from spocutation ss
to the degren of control they may exercice over the result.
Whatever, thecefore, might be prudent and regular in the or-
dinary comse of things, I think it of the utmost importance,
upon the present oceasion, if the President should think pro-
per to propose any modification of the offer to be made by Mr.
Pakenham, that the modification should be understood as pos-
sessing the eoncurrence ol the co-ordinate branch of the treaty
power.

It is not easy to conjerture, with any eertainty, the extent
to which this Uovernment might be induced to modify the
proposition, even it they should be assured thaf the Senate,
0o less than the President, demanded it. Tt must not eseape
observation that, during the preceding administration of our
Government, the extension of the line on the forty ninth pa
rallel to the Strait of Fuea, a3 now propased by Lord Aber-
deen, was actually snggested by my immediate predecessor as
one he thought his Government might aceept ; and that, in
regard to those English subjects who would be left within
Ameriean jurisdiction by sdopting thut boundary, he consider-
ed the provisions of the second urticle of Jay's trenty as a pre-
cedent for o convenient mode of dealing with them. By the
second article of Juy's treaty, however, British subjects would
not only be secured in the absolute title to all their lands and
ellects as fully as by Lord Aberdeen’s proposition, but would
be allowed the option to continue ns British subjocts, and
without any allegiance to the Government of the United States,
which, according to Lord Aberdeen’s offer, as 1 understand i,
they would not possess.  In point of fact, therefore, the sub
stantia! points of the present offer, and those which may be
expeeted to be regurded as most ohjeetionuble, are little more
than the embodiment of the varous offers or suggestions
which, at different times, have, in some form or other, pro-
cevrded from our own negotintors,

I have mysell’ always believed, if the extension of the line
of boundary on the forty ninth parallel by the Strait of Fuca
tn the sea would be ageeptable to our Governmint, that the
demand of  right frecly to navigate the Columbia river could
be compromised upon a point of time by conceding it for such
period as might be necessary for the trade of the Hudson Bay
Company north or south of the forty-ninth parailel.  Enter-
taining great confidence in that opinion, and deeming it only
reasonnble, | confess that, from an early period, I have used
every argument and persuasion in my power to reconcile Lord
Aberdeen to such a limitatim ; and, although I am quite
aware that, with a portion of the British publie, an importance
it by no means descrves is attached to the navigation of the
Columbia river, and that in others it is undeservedly regarded
as u point of pride, | huve been disappainted by the pertinacity
with which it has been, at <0 much risk, insisted upon.  Frel-
ing very sure, however, that the present offer is not made or
intended as an ultimatum, [ think it only reasonable to infer
an expectation on the part of thowe who are offering it, not
imly that modifications may be suggested, but that they may
be reasonably required.  And therelore T still entertain the
opinion that, altbough from a variety of causes—in part, per-
haps, from an expectation that in the United States this point
may uot be absolutely insisted upon, and in part from defer-
ence to interests and impressions ut home—they could not be
induced in the first instance to make an offer with such a qua-
lification ; yet, if the ndjustment of the question should be
foumd 1o depend upon this point only, they would yield the
demand to the permanent navigation of the river, and be con-
tent to accept it for such a number of years as wonld afford all
the substantial advantages to those interests they have panicu
larly in view that could be reasonably desired. I the only
question vpon which the adjustment of the Oregon question
depended should be whether the navigation of the. Columbia
nver should be granted for a period sufficient to subserve all
the purposes of British subjects within the disputed territory,
or whether the right should be extended indefinitely to a parti-
cnlar class of British subjeets, I must believe that no English
statesman, in the face of his demal of & similar privilege to
American citizons in regard to the St Lawrenee, would take
the hazard upon this pont alone of disturbing the peace of
the world.  Indeed, if the samé Ministry from whom the pre.
sent offur procecds should continue masters of their own pro-
position by remaining in office until the qualification T am ad-
verting to would have to be dealt with, [ should feel entire
confidence in the belief I have now expressed.

I regret to say, however, that [ have not the least expecta
tion that a less reservition than is proposed in favor of the oc-
cupants of land between the Columbia and the 49th parallel
would be assented to. 1 may repeat my convietion, founded
upon all the discossions in which [ have been engaged here,
that, iy making partition of the Oregon territory, the protee-
tion of those interests which have grown up doring the joint
occupation is regarded as an indispensable obligation on the
score of honor, and as impossible 1o be neglected. T am quite
sure that it waz at one time in contemplation to insist upon
the free navigation of the Columbia river for Briticli supjects
and Britich commerce gonerally, and that it has been ultimate-
ly confined to the Hudson Buy Company, after grent resist-
unee, and, in the end, most reluctantly,  Being so confined,
however, it would be only reasonnble to limit the enjoyment
of the right to n perind Leyond which the company might have
no great object to use the river for the purposes of their trade.
But the interests of the British suljects who have settled up-
on and are occupying lands north of the 49th, are consilered
ns pormanent, and entitled, when passing under a new juris-
diction, to have their poesession secured.  This, at least, is
the view taken of the subject by this Government, and not at
all likely, in my opinion. to be changed.

I may add, too, that I have not the least rewon to suppose
it would be possible to obtain the extension of the 419th paral-
Iel to the sea, o ax to give the southern enpe of Vancouver's
island to the [nited States.

It may.not be amiss, before leaving this subject, to eall your
attention to the position of the present Ministry. The sue-
cess of their measures respecting the proposed commercial re-
Inxations is quite certain, and the corn bill, having now (inal-
ly passed the House «f Commons, may be expectod, at no re-
mote day, to puss the Lords by a majority no less decisive
From that time, however, the tie which has hitherto kept the
Whig party in support of Sir Robert Peel will be dissolved ;
and the determination of the protectionist party, who supposed
themselves to have been betraved, to drive him from office, hos
lost none of 1ts vigor or power.  Indeed, it is confidently re-
ported, in quarters entitled to great respect, that they have
even oflered 1o the leader of the Whig party to select his own
time, and that, when he is ready, they will be no less prepur
wed to force Ministers to resign. 1 have reason to know that
ut present Ministors themeelves believe a change to be inevitat
ble, and are considering only the mode and the time in which
it will most likely happen. 11 will not be long. sfter the sue-
crss of the measures for the repeal of the *“corn luws,™ before
opportunities enough for the accomplishment of the object will
vecur. The ** factory bill," regulating the hours of labor, will
aflord one, and most probably that on which the change will
tike place.  With a knowledge that the change, sooner or
Iater, must be unavoidable, and that the offér has been made
t the probable head of o new Ministry 1o seloct his own time,
may it not be expected that, instead of waiting yuictly to al-
low the W hig leader to select the time of coming in, the pre-
sent Premier will rather seloet his own time and mode of go-
ing out, and, with his usual sagavity, so regulate lus retire-
ment as Lo leave as few obstacles ax |;mu|'. * 1o his restoration
to power ¥ In that case it ix not very unlikely he would pre-
for going out upon the * factory bill," before taking ground
upon more important mensures ¢ and, if wo, it will not eurprise
me to witness the coming in of & new Ministry by the end of
June, or earlier.  With a knowledge of the proposition now
to be made, I am not prepared to say that one more ohjection-
able might have beon apprehendod from o Whig Ministry ;
unless, indeed, the present Government may bo supposed to
be propared to aecept qualifications when proposed by the
President, which it was unwilling at first to offer.  Upon that
supposition it might be desirable that the modifieations should

be offered before the coming in of a new Minister, who, find-
i only the acts of his predecessor, withont a knowledge of

s e enitions, might not be so ready to take the rl'-imnsihililj |

' Hudaon's Bay Company convey furs and other acticles from ' obligation feltby this Government to nrotect the riahits of theic ' of asvonting to a change,

BOMETHING *RICH AND RARE.”

The New Orleans Delta publishes the following corrvspon-
dence, as an illustration of the philosophy of letter-writing.
Mr. McCalla, it will be seen, (says that paper,) is positive,
pointed, and se tous. Captaio Tobin is candid, discursive,
and diduetic.  T'he whole, if not tenching on the sublime,
bilongs ut least to the beautiful :

Tagasvay Deparrmesy,
SBreoxn Avmren's Orrice, Juny 31, 1848,

Sin: You are charged on the books of this office with
$1,020, the value of the clothing and blaukets furnished for
the use of your company, and for which you will be held ae-
countable.  ln order to relieve yoursell from this aceountabili-
ty, you will enter on your first muster-roll all articles of eloth -
ing and blankets issued to the men ander your eomunud, and
riquest the paymaster to deduct the several amounts from their
first payment.

You ure also held responsible lor the camp and garrison
equipuge received for your company until turned over Lo a
United States Quartermaster.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
INO, M. McCALLA, Second Auditor.

Capt, G. H. Tonix,

Washington Regiment Louisiana Volunteers,

Tirasvny Deranrnesy,
Sucoxn Avoiron's Orvick, Avovsr B, 1846,
Sin: Byad of the h ble the Secretary of War
ench soldier under your command is entided to six months'
clothing, to the amount of $21 ; all over that they are o be
chaiged with. There will bo other charges, of which you
will be informed by this office.  You will please consider this
letter your guide, in wddition to the one you received from me
of the 31st ullimo.  Very respectiully,
INO, M. McCALLA, Second Auditor.
Capt, G. H. Toms, Louisiana Volunteers.

New Oniraxs, Seevemnsn 17, 1846,

Sin ;| have the honor 1o acknowlvdge the receipt of two
favors from you, one dated 315t July, the other 8ih of August.
I cun only answer by a Yarn,

A countryman of mne was onee indulging in the very in-
tellectunl oceupetion of sucking fresh eggs raw aud readiog o
newspaper. By some mischance he contrived to bt a live
chicken. T'be poor bird chirruped as it weut down hi throat,
and he very pnlilei? observed, *‘Be the powers, my friend,
you spoke too late !

I can only say, sir, that your favors have resched me too
late. They have been chasing me through the Moxiean post-
offices ; that is, o express myself more clearly, when [ receiv-
ed them, they (the letters) were down in Mexico and | was
up here : and when [ did"ut reccive them, they were up here
aud | was down there.

The fact is that most of my men have been puid off, and
are seattered to the four quarters of the globe. They were
mostly sailors, as [ was myself. From them (if there be
charges) nothing can be expected. The camp and garrison
equipaze hus been turned over to the proper officers, with the
exception of sundry uxes smashed and placed hors du combut
in chopping down those amisble chaparials on the banks of
the Rio Grande. 1 except, also, the camp ketiles and pans,
many of which were used up in roasting, boiling, stewing, and
frying our pork and beuns, bacon, and fresh beef, not to speak
of the slow venison, which some were ill-natured enough to
eall Mexican beef,

For my own responsibility in the matter, 1 regret, more on
Uncle Sam's sceount than on my own, that | am not worth a
continental damn. 1 have been not only paid, but I believe
overpaid by about $10. My conseienee compelled me to re-
monstrate with the paymasters, but they assured me that they
made no mistakes—bunk tellers sometimes say the wime. |
considered their feelings and indulged them  However, |
made a good use of the money : I gave it to the sick and un-
paid soldiers. :

Maost of the other captains are in the same fix with myself
(barring the overpay) about responsibility, and refer to my
cpistle as an_answer,

It you have any further communications for me, please di-
rect to the care of Maj. Gen. John L. Lewis, New Ocleans.
I seldom go to the post office, because | have nobody to cor-
respond with, and yet I wn not the msn who never had father
nor mother, hut was * won in a raffle.”

Very reapectfully, b
G. H. TOBIN, Captain Company D,
Washington Regiment Louisiana Volunteors,

Joux M. McCanra, SBecoud Auditor,

P. 8, [ don't krow whether to sign myself captain, ex-cap-
tain, or late captain. | wax a eaptain,

THE AMERICAN SQUADRON IN THE CHINESE
SEAS,

Interesting letters have been received from on board the
United States ship Vincennes, as late as the 5ih May.  All
were well on board, and we are happy fo find that the alarm-
ing rumors of the raveges of disease on hoard the squadron are
utfounded.  The ship came down from Whamp m 10 Macao
about the 20th April, and on the 28th one of her officers writes
that : ** We are now realdy for sea, and will get under way
50 soon us the Commodore comes on board. We are bound
for a eruise up the coust of China to Japan, and probably to
This will be/duing what no oth r American
man-of war has ever done.  'We expect to be alsent from this
place about six months, when we will return, take in stores,
remain probably unul afier ¢ China new year," (at which time
great cxecitement prevails,) and then we hope to set sail for
our ustive land, by way of the Cape of Good Hope.

“The excitement attending the claim of entering the walls
of Canton has died awny. Some weeks since, Sir J. Davis
had an interview with Keying at the Bogue, it is supposed,
on this subject; but as yet nothing has transpircd.
that a “ Canton mob" has a very strong voice in the Cabinet,
and it will be some years yet before there is fee it groes and
egress to fureigners.  After all, curiosity is the ouly thing to
b gratified 5 all the shops, and all the valual vs tha foreign-
ers ndmire, are already without the walls, and [ eotnot per-
ceive any political or commercial advantage wii b will flow
from o privilege to which the Chinese seem 14 huve an invin-
cible repugnance. | have spent ten days in Cantor, and hiad
the gratification of being invited to o large Clide: o dinner s d
sing-cong, which I attended. The sing soug in thestrie. |5
men and women dressed in the most splendid codumes, o v~
ered with silver and gold, flourish wb ut, bromdishing sti ks
and swords, singing songs that you cannot comprehend, acev -
panied all the time by the gong and dozens of other instu-
ments, little less cuphonious than the first, if that be possil e,
It seems to resemble the opera, but [ eould not form an 1l a
of the plot.  Upon the whole, it is both ludicrous s ridi u-
lous : and one might be excited o lnoghter, were it not for a
greater sympathy fur the sense o/ bearing than of sight.  Te
dinver was given almost exclusively to foreigners s and I am
told that it is the first thing of the Kind thut has ever come off ;
and, as it may not be uninteresting, I will endeavor to give
you a deseription.  T'he invitation informed the guests that
honts would be in waiting. 8o about seven o'elwk several
officers of the Vineennes found ourselves at the foreign land-
ing, embarked, and were soon rowed over the lerry.  On en-
tering the hall, we were most elaborately * chinchined,” with
gongs and other noise-making instruments.  We ascended a
flight of steps, and were received by the heads of the family.
T'he tables were arranged about the room wfier the fashion of
the French—that is, vach table sccommodated rix persons.
So soon as we were seated, the host eame up o s, carrying
in hix hand o metal teapot, Glled with warm areack, (s liquor
having very much the taste of ram, and exclusively used by
the higher clusses of Chinese,) He filll our cups, holding
about u tenspoonful, which we were compelled to drink, mak-
ing at the same time a bow to our polite lost.  This done,
he was free, wo far as we were concerned, fur the rest of the
evening. Now commenced the dinner.  There was an |
resident merchant sitting by me, and he gave me the nan
of the dishes, or [ am sure 1 should have never made tl o o
out. [ took down the courses, and will give then to yo
they made their appearnce, 1, bird's nest soup; 2, |
fat, fried with potators : 3, hogs" hoofs ; 4, mushroom, i1
ed 5 B, bird"s nest salod 5 6, giblet soup; 7, kitten hash |
fried Irish potatoes ; 8, rat hash; 10, ten: 11, shark's fi
12, fred ducks ; 13, dog stew ; 14, stowed chicken ; 15, h
stew 16, pork stew ; 17, fried cucumbers ¢ 18, paté of ro
19, feline ragout: 20, ham stewed with pork ; 21, suck |
pig s 22, soail pard s 23, sonil soup, T tasted the first do',
and beeame so disgusted that [eould not procecd.  They were
brought on, one dish st & time, in !‘"qlli!'llr}\' beautiful «hina
bowls, with a top very much resembling a saacer, which firted
into the former—all the time the tables were covered with a
variety of sweetmeats, of which watermelon secds seomed to
w the greatest favorite.  We sat antil 11 o'clock, when we
were ushered out with the same eeremonies with which we
were introduesd.  The performances of the sing-song econ-
tinued during the whole dinner,"— Um}:u.

Kamschatka.

I think

The receipts of flour, wheat, barley, and core, at tide-wa-
ter, during the fourth week of September, were, flour, 116,630
Larrels ; wheat, 156,090 boshels; barley, 71,392 bushels ;
and corn, 66,342 bushels. The agaregate increase in corn
and wheat, since the eommencement of navigation, ;"‘ the
samo period last year, is equal to 688,612 barrels of A ur.

7 4 : [ Albany Jowrnal.

Civitigarion 1x Saxra Fr.—A gentleman attached to
Genernl Kearney's expedition says, in a letter from Santa Fe
to a brother in 8t. Louis : ** This is the most miserable coun-
try I have ever seen.  The hovels the people live in are huilt
of mud, one story high, and have no flooring. They sleep
on the ground, and have neither el I.INH. nor chairs. In
fuet, they burrow in the ground like prairie digs. We ene
tored the city on the 18th of August and touk possession
wilhout firing a gun,” ; '




